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field of scholarship, culture and aesthetics, Her Highness was barely four years old when on the 31st August 1900 she was adopted to the Ruling House. Under able and distinguished tutors Her Highness soon acquired proficiency in Malayalam, Sanskrit, English, and French, Even from childhood Her Highness showed a remarkable tendency for extensive reading and critical study. Her spirit of enquiry and avidity for acquiring more and more knowledge on a variety of topics was insatiable. Her Highness5 inherent taste for music and Her Highness' devotion to cultivate that art have acquired for her a mastery and proficiency which have evoked the admiration of the expert. Her Highness is thus an accomplished connoisseur of art and is an unrivalled critic of both western and oriental artists. Her Highness has travelled extensively in India, Europe and the Netherlands East Indies and has visited several places of commercial and cultural importance. She has taken special interest in centres of art and seats of learning and culture, oriental and western. The spirit of service is the dominant characteristic of Her Highness whose unselfish devotion to the task of social uplift and economic amelioration of the people of Travancore gave her the inspiration to undertake such wide travels. She was, in fact, the first member of the Travancore Euling Family to cross the seas and this departure from a meaningless and obsolete custom was widely appreciated by all classes of people including the orthodox Nampudiris, male and female, Her Highness was accompanied in her travels by His Highness the Elaya Raja and Her Highness the first Princess. In the various addresses presented to Her Highness genuine appreciation was recorded by the people for the lead given by Her Highness in the field of social reform. At the same time the tours in Europe only confirmed Her Highness' conviction .that old traditions required to be cherished. Her Highness stated in the course of an interview that she was keenly impressed with " the great